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Chinese Word-reading Skills Exercises

(1) Multi-sensory learning method

Each Chinese character can be analyzed from its shape, sound and meaning. If children are

able to acquire knowledge of a Chinese character from these three aspects, they will be able

to improve their Chinese word-reading skills. Here are some suggestions for enhancing

children’s understandings towards a Chinese character from the three aspects mentioned.

Analyze the structure and components of a character

Use simple visuals to express the structure of the

character, e.g fif 9D CHR D> |
Discriminate between visually similar words, guide

the child to compare and contrast between two
word, e.g. + and =+ i and f@

Write the Chinese character in a large space (in any
possible ways, e.g. on sand, on mud)

Relate the shape of a character to daily experience,
e.g. 1 (mud) is on the floor, so the word " £ | got a

long stroke at the bottom, representing the floor.

Multi-sensory learning

method

Take different steps to
learn a new word: Look
at the word, read aloud,
think it over, write it out,
draw to record.

Explain and use the words

- Parents can explain a word from
different perspectives, e.g. part of
speech, synonyms

- Combine with different characters to

form words, make sentences

Pattern of strokes

Teach and consolidate children’s
understandings towards pattern of
strokes of a character, e.g. horizontal
before vertical stroke () , from left
to right ({+) , left-falling before right-
falling stroke (_A.) , writing strokes
outside before strokes inside ( B )

To discriminate between

homophones
Examples of homophones: &

/sengl/and B /sengl/.

Parents can tell your children that
two words carry the same sound but
different meanings. Then,
demonstrate the combination/use of

two words, e.g. FHf(week), E

Make use of phonetic radicals

Phonetic radicals hint the sound of a
word in Chinese
Example of a phonetic radical: &

Same pronunciation : & ~ IF - &

Similar pronunciation with different

tones : 35 ~ & - IE



Pattern of strokes

Exemplar

- While writing the character
“2%”, we write the upper

YA/
Analyze the structure and component “3” before the

lower component “i[',”.
components of a character P L

- Above-to-below structure-~ When writing the
component “43”, we follow

- “Z”and “4” are visually similar, but
the components at the bottom are the rule of writing left-falling
different.

- “%%”is related to emotion, so the

stroke before right-falling
stroke, and strokes outside

component at the bottom is “,” before strokes inside.

(heart); “#Z%” has the function of

carrying things, so the component at

the bottom is wider and larger To discriminate between homophones
“Im”. - - “%%” and “E” have the same pronunciation

/fan5/ but different meanings. Please refer to

the worksheets below for helping children in
Multi-sensory

understanding word combinations and use of
learning method

two characters.
- Look at the word

“&” > ask the
child to read aloud

the components
and then the
character “47-.(»-
45", then copy the

word. At last,
Make use of phonetic radicals

- Phonetic radical : 43/fan1/

Words with similar pronunciation

encourage your
child to draw to

record the word. : . P
but different tone : 2% ~ 43 ~ &~

% - 5

- Explain and use the words

- Combine with other word: “~%%:(angry)

- Part of speech: adjective

- Meaning: angry, related to the mood of
a person

- synonym : AR

- antonym @ JRIR

VAR



Exemplar: Worksheet }

. 508 (HAIEZFTFIEE) (BB IFRHESZE) (for word recognition, and

discrimination between homophones)

. BRESE—K > [FAIEME (B / 2) #sGnE S HrvEHRE -

- MEAREERT > B (R / B) HUDNEERARE -

N EERES T BL o MRS o BAIgCERTR A ERRIR > St AR
(& /&)

- /NIRTE B TR — o R HU S ey R ERER (B / 2 -

. A (BRI > IR TSI anaay 3R f# 8 R ) (For making sentences)

- AR (FEE [ REE / EhEED

- BE (e / PEE /gD




Improving English word-reading skills

English word-reading skills can be trained in a way similar to the multi-sensory learning
method in Chinese word-reading. Parents can make use of the following two worksheets
according to students’ level to consolidate students’ understandings towards new

vocabularies learnt.

Beginner level: ( For details, please refer to the worksheet below )

(1) Read aloud: Read aloud the English word. Parents can give demonstration if necessary,
and tell the meaning of the vocabulary.

(2) Find the word: Find the target word from words with similar spellings

(3) Outline the shape: Invite children to use a pen to outline the shape of the English word

(4) Think it over: Think about the spelling and shape of the target vocabulary

(5) Write it out: Spell and write down the target vocabulary

(6) Make a sentence: Make a sentence with the target vocabulary

(7) Draw it out: Use pictures/words to record the new vocabulary learnt

Advanced level: ( For details, please refer to the worksheet below )

(1) Read aloud: Read aloud the English word. Parents can give demonstration if necessary.
(2) Look it up: Look up the meaning of the vocabulary in the dictionary

(3) Think it over: Think about the part of speech, synonym and antonym of the vocabulary.
(4) Break it down: Analyze the structure of the vocabulary, including prefix* and suffix*

(5) Make a sentence: Make a sentence with the target vocabulary

(6) Draw it out: Use pictures/words to record the new vocabulary learnt

Prefix and suffix refer to the components before and after the root word of a vocabulary
respectively. Here are some examples.
Prefix: dislike, incomplete, triangle

Suffix: singing, toasted, careless

Parents can also refer to other sources for facilitating children’s English word-reading skills,

such as “Phonics”, to find a way that can best facilitate children’s English learning.



Exemplar: English word-learning worksheet for beginners
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Exemplar: English word-learning worksheet for beginners
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Exemplar: Advanced level English word-learnin
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Read aloud

careless
N | 'keor lns / Y.

g worksheet
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Not paying enough
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Think it over \
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/
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Exemplar: Advanced level English word-learning worksheet
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Reading Comprehension Skills Exercises

Effective paired reading (by using the following skills) can enhance children’s

reading comprehension skills.

l. Predict story content from the topic in order to enhance children’s imagination
skills
When reading books or passages, parents and guide your children to deduce the story
content from the topics and subheadings of a book or a passage. In this way, children
can have a general idea towards the book or passage. For example, for a passage with
heading “A precious lesson”, the passage is probably about child’s acquisition of new
knowledge, or that the child gained new insights through certain activities. After the
discussion on topic, parents can discuss the subheadings and the first and last
paragraphs with the children. Through doing so, children can grasp the main ideas of
the passage before reading the whole passage from the start. This can enhance the

reading fluency as the child has already had a general idea towards the passage.

Il. Enhance children’s prosodic sensitivities through punctuation exercises, with
an aim of improving their understandings towards sentence structures.
Parents can make use of passages in children’s textbook or exercises book to design
some paragraphs without any punctuation. Then, guide the child to read aloud the
sentences. When reading, parents and children can mark down the pause within and
between sentences and write the punctuation appropriately. Through this exercise,
children can have a thorough understandings towards the meaning within and between
sentences, including the vocabularies and sentence structures. If the child is not able
to use the punctuation appropriately, he/she is likely to have difficulties in
comprehending some sentences or vocabularies in the passage. In this case, parents
can explain the particular sentence structure and vocabulary before continuing the

paired reading.

Example: (Extracted from “Honey better for coughs than antibiotics”, Breaking News
English)

*The capitalized letter were made small for the use of this exercise.

doctors said that people with coughs should take honey instead of visiting a doctor
honey will usually work better than antibiotics a cough usually gets better on its own
in a few weeks many of us go to a doctor if we have a cough doctors said that this can

be a waste of time antibiotics do little to make a cough go away



Answer:

Doctors said that people with coughs should take honey instead of visiting a doctor.
Honey will usually work better than antibiotics. A cough usually gets better on its own
in a few weeks. Many of us go to a doctor if we have a cough. Doctors said that this

can be a waste of time. Antibiotics do little to make a cough go away.

From the above example, hypothetical sentence with the connective ‘if’ might be
difficult for children. When there is no punctuation, children might consider “Many of
us go to a doctor if we have a cough.” as two separate sentences. Thus, this exercise
can help identify the connectives or vocabularies that the children might not
understand thoroughly.

1. Build a good model in short-term memory when reading — using an
organization chart
When having paired reading with your child, parents can use an organization chart to
organize the ideas in the passage:
- For narrative passages, parents can use the Six Ws(Who, When, Where, Why,
What, and How) as the categorization. This can help the child to analyze the story
structure and content.

When: Date,
season,
weather, time

Who : Main

character, Where:
supporting Settings and
characters places

How :
Outcome and
the feelings

Why : Cause
of the event

What : The
situation or the
problem




- During paired reading, parents can also adopt “key word” strategy to guide the
child to find the answer for the question. Key words for narrative passage include
words that:

B Indicate the relationship between sentences (e.g. because, so, but)
B Indicate the change or development of scenes (e.g. words that indicate time,
change in setting or introduction of new character in the sentence)

B Indicate character’s personalities (e.g. emotion, mental state words)

IV.  Discuss part of the content with children, so as to enhance children’s theory of
mind and abilities to relate daily experiences during reading comprehension
- Theory of mind refers to children’s abilities to comprehend and deduce mental
states of oneself of others (e.g. belief, emotions, thoughts, intention, feelings and
wishes)
- Training method (1) Small games on theory of mind
B Emotion cards matching game
€ This game aims to enrich children’s emotion lexicons and encourage
children to think about the reasons for the emotion. In this way,
children can better determine the characters’ thoughts, intention and
emotions during reading comprehension
€ Referring to the emotion picture cards in the next page, parents can
first cut them out and introduce the emotion words to the children. Put
all the cards upside down. Then, parents and child take turn to turn
over two picture cards. If the two cards chosen are the same, one needs
to tell the emotion that the card represents, and the possible causes for
the emotion. Player who can match the greatest number of cards wins
the game.
€ Another method for playing this game: Choose and hide one card.
Evenly distribute the remaining cards to two players. Show and put
down the paired cards. Players take turn to draw one card from another
player. If the card drew can be paired, show and put down the pair.
When showing the cards, one needs to tell the emotion that the card
represents, and the possible causes for the emotion. Player who can
finish all the cards first wins the game.
B Incorporating this exercise into daily experience
€ When watching cartoons and dramas in daily life, parents can analyze
the characters’ emotions and intentions together with the children.
During paired reading, parents can also mention daily experience

appropriately.



Appendix — Emotion cards for matching game

Level 1

Scared Scared Angry Angry
Bored Bored

Disappointed

Disappointed

Embarrassed

Embarrassed




Depressed

Depressed

Surprised

Surprised

Furious

Furious

Dull

Dull

Frustrated

Frustrated

Enthusiastic

Enthusiastic




Writing Skills Exercise:

If children do not perform too well in writing, parents can refer to the following

sessions in their Chinese and English personal performance report : “Writing —

macro structure” ~  “Writing — sentence complexity” - “dictation”, as well as their

daily performance so as to infer their weaker parts in writing.

Testing items

Writing skills reflected indirectly*

Writing — macro structure

Expression and organization skills

Writing — sentence complexity

Skills in using connectives and adjectives to
enrich the sentences appropriately

Dictation

Breadth of vocabulary base, writing skills

*All testing items are related, which might not reflect just one single writing skill

(1) Improve expression and organization skills by oral practice: Tell a story from a

one-scene picture

Parents can provide children with a picture. It will be better if the event shown in

the picture could be linked to daily experiences, for example:

Source: 2012 Territory-wide System Assessment (TSA) Primary 6 Chinese Language

Oral Assessment

More pictures can be found in the website of Territory-wide System Assessment

(TSA), Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority




Training Steps
Print out a mind map in appendix, introduce to children six components of a story

and discuss the theme of the story and the six components with them

Story components

Background Time, place, characters, events

Cause of What had happened on the main character?

event

Thoughts of How did the main character think?

characters

Plot What actions did the main character take?
Resolution What results did the actions taken lead to?
Feelings of How did the characters feel?

characters

During discussion, parents can use the following teaching methods according to
children’s performance.

(1) Find and describe the main points in the picture, and plan the story plot
Among the six components of a story, take the above picture as an example,
background and plot are easiest to be found and described. Parents can encourage
children to find these two to three components first, and record down on the mind
map using their own words. (If children are weak in writing, parents can help them
write, or encourage them to express through pictures or homophones. The main aim
of this exercise is to train children’s expression and organization skills rather than

writing skills.)

(2) Find the main points in the picture, and imagine reasonable plots

Among the six components of a story, take the above picture as an example, the
causes, resolution of event and feelings of characters cannot be directly found in the
picture. Therefore, children need to use some imagination to infer the causes,
resolution of event and feelings of characters. Parents can first invite children to
circle the important information in the picture, for example, little sister who is
revising. Then, ask questions to incite children’s imagination and guide them to tell
about other story components. Parents can encourage children to record down on
the mind map using their own words, so all six components in the mind map can be

filled up.



Suggested questions Story components to be told by children under

guidance
Why was little sister Causes of event: The test tomorrow
revising?
How did little sister feel? Feelings of characters: Annoyed, bothered

If you are little sister, what Resolution of event: Complained to the
actions will you take? superintendent, and he/she asked the neighbor to

turn down the volume

(3) Use multi-sensory thinking method to enrich the story plot
Multi-sensory thinking method includes the following sense organs: (Note: Not
necessary to tell all sensory experiences)

Sight Little sister saw the cramped words on the book.

Hearing | Little sister heard the music from the other side.

Taste /

Smell /

Touch Little sister heard loud music when she was revising, so she covered her

ears.

Parents can encourage students to embellish the multi-sensory experience of the

protagonist by using adjectives.

(4) Imagine reasonable conversation to intensify the characterization
Parents can add dialogue boxes near the characters in the picture, and let children
imagine what they are talking. If children are unable to make a guess, parents can

encourage them to try linking their imagination to daily experiences.

(5) Express feelings in multifaceted way

In writing, not only can students express feelings using adjectives, but they can also



write the characters’ desire and the lesson learnt.

Feelings | This revision made me feel...(annoyed/irritated/unhappy), because...

Desire | hope there can be more understanding between neighbors. Everyone can
comply with the rules.

Lesson Through this revision, | have learnt that | should not burn the midnight oil

before examination. | can plan the revision schedule earlier before next
examination.

After parents have guided children to fill up the mind map, they can invite

children to narrate the story based on the story components on the mind map,

and use the connectives under the mind map appropriately to enrich the

sentence structure.

- Parents can record down children’s narration, and analyze the integrity of the

narration together with them (Tick the box in the record sheet once the story

components are mentioned)

- If children perform well in narrating a picture, parents can train children’s

expression and organization skills by telling them the proposition (e.g. one travel

experience). If children find it difficult to narrate a picture, parents can replace

the single picture by story cards of various pictures, so as to lower the

requirement for children’s imagination skills.




N A Cause of event:
|

Background (Time, place,

Thoughts of characters:

-

-

characters, events): N o
~
5

N Plt:
Characters’ | . 3
W

feelings: [;. H\

-~ Resolution:

n D




An exemplar of a filled mind ma

Cause of event:

There was noise from the
neighborhood at midnight. Thus, |

ackground (Time, place, Thoughts of characters:

P
—

was not able to revise concentratedly, ~ /
and my brother could not sleep well. VI planned to communicate_ -
characters, events): with the neighbor, and advise ~
Time: 11:30pm them to lower their volume. §
Place: Home V| saw the superintendent pass

Characters: Me, who was doing by, so | planned to complain to

revision, brother, who was about the superintendent.

v'Had a thought of calling the
police

to sleep, and the annoying

Story theme:

neighbors

A revision with

distractions

Plot:

Characters’ feelings: _
| complained to the

superintendent. The

superintendent explained H}ﬂ

| was angry and worried when I I.‘. Resolution: s i aer et aline .
& they have the freedom of

was not able to study well

—

~ The neighbor came and
apologized for their
inconsiderate act. | could
not hear any noise after [ | wer their volume at
that. Thus, | could study midnight.
well and my brother fell

asleep.

because of the noise. My brothdr N TR B Ay B et =,

felt annoyed and bothered since they have to think from

he could not fall asleep. SIS R Ele




Record sheet for story components

( Tick the box in the record sheet once the story components are mentioned )

Time

Place

‘

Characters N &

Cause

Plot

Resolution

Feelings e e e

. U




Appendix

English as a second-language learning

Frequent word list for junior primary

students
IR HRSLfig
P
1 | afternoon T
2 | evening B
3 | fine EHHY
4 | good Y
5 | goodbye =3
6 | hello I IR
7 | morning FE
8 | night it b
9 | thank EHE
School
JLEE TG HRO R
1 book ==
2 | book bag =0
3 | chair &+
4 | computer B R
5 | desk EH
6 |eraser R
7 | marker FiE
8 | notebook E WV
9 |pen JF T
10 | pencil Fie S
11 | pencil box R
12 | ruler IN
Family
JLEE PG HRO R
1 father SR

2 | mother 5257
3 dad B8
4 | mom AEIE
5 | grandfather | fHX
6 | grandmother | tHEL
7 | grandma 54y
8 | grandpa HRHR
9 | brother VIS
10 | sister B 5k
Character
JLEE A HRO R
1 |girl 2%
2 | boy B4
3 | student 24
4 | classmate A5
5 | friend HR&
Body part
PR SR iR
1 |arm FE
2 |ear Hk
3 |eye iR
4 | feet AT
5 | foot Hall
6 | hair PHEZ
7 | hand ¥
8 | head e
9 |leg HiR
10 | mouth I
11 | nose &
Food
PN T HR R
1 |apple BEA
2 | banana "
3 | bread L)




4 | cake EiE

5 |egg &

6 | hamburger R

7 | hot dog YL

8 |ice cream JKEMR
9 | juice Fot
10 | milk 4y
11 | pizza el
12 | sandwich =HA
13 | soup %

14 | tea %

15 | water K

Meals
BLEE HhO R

1 breakfast R

2 | dinner it &

3 |lunch TE

Animals
JLRE T A MR R

1 animal e

2 | bear FE

3 bird =

4 | cat St

5 | chicken #

6 |dog 14

7 | elephant 3

8 | fish fa

9 |lion T+
10 | monkey T
11 | pig i

12 | rabbit R

13 | snake L

14 | tiger ER
15 | zoo EJEY)

16 | Crocodile fifEfa

Number
i HR ik

1 one —

2 two —

3 three =

4 four |

5 five il

6 six 7N

7 seven T~

8 |eight J\

9 | nine JL

10 | ten +

11 | eleven +—

12 | twelve +=

13 | zero =

14 | hundred —H
Places

PN Hr iR

1 bathroom D=

2 | bedroom EASS

3 | bookstore EIE

4 | classroom A=

5 | home e

6 | kitchen Eife

7 | library =HE

8 | living room =

9 |park NE

10 | school B

11 |store PG

12 | supermarket | E& T

13 | bakery Al s

14 | boutique Atkers
Colours




PN T HRO R
1 |black ey
2 | blue )
3 | brown PRy
4 | color B
5 | green Lreany
6 |orange &y
7 | pink AEINESTED)
8 | purple SHEHY
9 |red ARELED|
10 | white H Ry
11 | yellow =AY
Clothing
JLEE T HhO R
1 dress pEcteS
2 | hat =
3 | jacket P HNE
4 | shirt itz
5 | shoes T
6 | shorts i
7 | skirt BT
8 | T-shirt HEZ
Adjectives
JLEE TG HRO R
1 bad NI
2 beautiful EREHY
3 | big KEY
4 | clean Rz FHY
5 | cloudy %EH
6 cold A
7 | cool TREREY
8 |cute T
9 |fat FEAY
10 | handsome FLIRHY
11 | hot Y

12 | long i

13 | new Y

14 | nice N EEHY

15 |old BN ZH

16 | rainy N RRHY

17 | short kR

18 | small /N

19 | smart HEBHRY

20 | sunny H75 B

21 | tall =

22 | thin JEEHY

23 | warm JRIBRHY

24 | windy Y
Verbs

JLEE HRO R

1 am =

2 |are pss

3 close [2]

4 | come K

5 | cook =

6 cut 2]

7 | dance Bk

8 |draw =

9 drink 1%

10 |eat Iz,

11 | fly TR

12 | getup FEEPR

13 | go =

14 | has H

15 | have H

16 | help Hit

17 |is =

18 | like =

19 | listen I=

20 | look =1

21 | meet i 37




22 | open il

23 | play bt

24 | read Felell
25 | run el

26 |see EE
27 | sing n&

28 | sleep EG

29 | study A
30 | swim K
31 | take =1
32 | talk =)

33 | walk S

34 | want B
35 |wash i

36 | watch E

37 | write =
Transports

JLRE A HRO R

1 bike B B
2 bus NEH

3 car YRE
4 | taxi SRR
5 | train K

JLEE TG HRO R

1 he o

2 her iy

3 | his LAYy

4 I E5%9

5 it (=

6 |me e

7 | my ey

8 she i

9 | they (LAl
10 |we Feff

11 | you R 5 AR
12 | your 1R 5 IRA
D)
Question words
JLEE T HRO R
1 how fa]
2 what {1JEE
3 | when (EESS
4 | where AR
5 | who At
Subjects
YLEE R HR iR
1 art =ity
2 | Chinese 2ve
3 | English P
4 math BEs
5 |PE. (3=
Sports
JLrE A MR R
1 baseball Bk
2 | basketball [:5353
3 | dodgeball PRAEBR
4 | Volleyball Pk
5 | Badminton PIEEK
6 | Table tennis | JEECEK
7 | Swimming K
8 | Dancing Bk
9 | Karate ZEFiE
10 | Tennis MK
11 | Taekwondo EEYiE]
Occupations
PN T Hr R
1 doctor B




2 | teacher Al 3 | Wednesday | &M=
3 | waiter/waitress | & 4 | Thursday FZHAr
4 | Chef JE{Eil 5 | Friday 2T
5 | Lawyer (E&El 6 | Saturday BN
6 | Firefighter B 7 | Sunday IR
7 | Nurse &t
8 | Magician JEE il Prepositions
9 | Vet N FEE TR O iR
10 | Actor/actress | HE 1 |at ...
11 | Singer ;T 2 |by 55
3 in F..2ZN
Seasons 4 on .2k
Fnh R R 5 |out [F] 5k
1 | fall / autumn | BCK 6 | outside eANE]
2 | spring oA 7 |under T IH
3 | summer PN
4 winter ESN Feelings
TR R
Months 1 |angry 4 RHY
P S iR 2 | happy e LYY
1 | January —H 3 | hungry By
2 | February —H 4 | sad ARGHY
3 | March =HA 5 |sick AIRHY
4 | April uthE| 6 |sorry Hoirry
5 | May hH 7 | thirsty Y
6 |June ANH 8 | tired AL
7 | July tH
8 | August J\H Others
9 | September | JLH FEBFH O fifRE
10 | October +H 1 J|a —{
11 | November +—H 2 |an —{
12 | December +=H 3 |and il
4 | bag LT
Weekdays 5 ball Bk
Foh TR O R 6 | bed R
1 | Monday B 7 | birthday 4H
2 | Tuesday L8 i - 8 | box =




9 |can THETH
10 | CD S
11 | comic book BEE
12 | day H X
13 |do i

14 | does fi

15 | dollar JC

16 | door ]

17 | flower 1t

18 | great el
19 | here R
20 | key L
21 | kite JE\F
22 | may AJLL
23 | name B
24 | no N

25 | not N

26 | ok %

27 | some —ib
28 | table 2T
29 | telephone CEE
30 | that ANE
31 | the JER
32 | there HiE
33 | these skt
34 | this =
35 | those iY==
36 | today SR
37 |too (AN
38 | toy brH
39 | tree féf

40 |TV B
41 | very IEE
42 | weather KA
43 | window EI
44 | vyes &




Frequent Chinese word list for

P3-P4 students

o I S T S S
L T 2L i
v et W N A PO
N < | (R A
iE S | R A
e ot & 3 ¥
= RE | WA 2k
KA i A Pk
i B ¥ § il







—
S

-—)\

o
-‘-\"\\

3L
g i 49 b E g
Kk R 7T B ok

= 2\ S %e"
SR g 5[7% #¥ ¥ 2 \‘zé"
& A ®e 2L e £k
}9@ N5 ’9@ N E\f@ 5 T ,/;Fz’

A

2 55
4
g’\‘:)\‘z

IR

% s

/. —

Hé‘ﬁ

N
%n{

o




A-character word list for P3-4

students
e B B E L
"iﬁ»ﬁ“ [E)| r E’g{:‘ Ui

CEE 8

e F R & A 4o
Bh 7k ¢ A9
-+ 2 F 3t RE BE A %
1L g
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